TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
MINUTES OF JANUARY 11, 2005

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Gaskell, Rosenkranz, Parker and Thompson

Absent:  Altonen, Colvin

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  Three

1. Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM.

2. Minutes.  Motion by Russell and seconded to approve the minutes of December 14, 2004 as written.  Motion passes 5-0.

3. Communications.  1.  The Antrim County Planning Commission has returned their comments regarding the proposed ordinance amendments.  Regarding Sexually Oriented Business, they suggest not allowing these businesses in the Ag District close to Barnes Park (with the presence of families, etc); check with legal counsel whether a use can be restricted to only a portion of a district; and consider restricting SOBs from being within 500 feet of a navigable body of water.  They had no problem with the winery ordinance and recommended approval.  Sullivan reiterates the need for this language so the township has control over the locations of any such business.  Because of an error in the publication of the notice, the public hearing for these amendments is rescheduled for the February 8, 2005 meeting.  After the hearing, it will again be forwarded to the Antrim County PC for their recommendations and will then be passed on to the Torch Lake Township Board for their final decision.  2.  There will be meetings on January 18th, 19th and 20th downstate, and January 26th in Petoskey on “How to Purchase Development Rights”.  Meeting runs from 8:30 until 4 PM with a registration fee of $55.  See Sullivan for more details.  3.  Russell took this opportunity to introduce George Parker to the Commission and audience.  He is the Township Board liaison, replacing Tom Stillings.

4. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

5. Election of Officers.  There is a motion by Gaskell and seconded to retain all officers as they currently stand.  Motion passes 5-0.  Chairman, Bill Russell, Co-Chair Don Gaskell and Secretary Lee Colvin were re-elected for the year 2005.

6. Land Use Map and Plan.  The Commission has been working for several months on the Plan, and with the exception of a few changes in the list of businesses in the township, the Plan dated August 2004 is complete.  The Land Use Map has also been corrected and is now complete.  The commission is questioned by Sullivan to make sure he understands their wishes regarding average density of parcels in the Agricultural and Timber areas.  Their preference is 5-acre average density in the Ag district and 10 acre average density in the Timber district.  The Zoning Ordinance currently states 2 acres.  Medium density 1-acre parcels would mostly be waterfront.  High-density parcels would be located in the Village Zone, Commercial and Manufacturing districts and at the north end of the township.  Clustering of parcels would be encouraged in the Ag and Timber districts.  Based on this information and suggestions, Sullivan will work up some new numbers for next meeting.  

7. Mobile/Manufactured Homes.  Sullivan has handout with several definitions of mobile and manufactured homes.  Discussion continued about these definitions and where this type of housing would be most appropriate in the township.  Sullivan will continue to gather more information on this subject, as well as Parker obtaining info for the next meeting.  

8. Concerns of the Commission.  Gaskell questioned Briggs about what was being done about the “used car lot” near the airport.  Briggs answered that a ticket (municipal civil infraction) will be issued this week and then the issue will be in the hands of the magistrate.

9. With no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 9:45 PM

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

